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SCIENTIFIC REPORT

Thinking about food responses to the economic crisis is critical at this time. It is for society, for professionals and consumers, who are living through this crisis and are struggling, to change their practices and to modify their strategies.  Researchers should also do this. The reality is different from what we observed five years ago. There are other priorities, other perceptions, other perspectives. We tend to have more polarized societies now, even in the Western world. In countries suffering the crisis most strongly, the middle classes are becoming poorer and are swelling the ranks of those who need help to eat. At the same time, the social actors are mobilized: producers, restaurateurs and their associated forms, central distribution circuits and peripherals, consumer groups, solidarity networks, habits ... It's time to observe and reflect on what is happening.

Exemplifying the situation, the economic crisis in Spain has become a media and political piece of news, from USA to Australia.  Andalusía is the Spanish region with the highest unemployment rate (35.4% on 26/10/2012) in Spain with youth unemployment at 54.4%. It is for this reason that it was decided that Andalusia and 2013 would be the place and the year to hold this conference. But it is also because of the importance of the primary sector and tourism in Andalusia. Agriculture, livestock, fisheries and food processing in Andalusia can be considered paradigms of reality and the potential of the sector in Europe. Andalusia had devoted 1,317,000 hectares to the production of organic food, which accounts for over 50% of organic food production in Spain, and has invested significant financial and human resources into being among the leading European regions in research and ecological production. Similarly, extensive livestock production occupies 2,519,173 hectares of premium quality production. Meanwhile, the hospitality industry has been committed to improving and diversifying tourism. In short, the involvement of businesses, universities and research centres, associations and several administrations has created a network engaged in the production and promotion of food in Andalusía.  Cazalla de la Sierra, a historic town in the Sierra Norte de Sevilla, provides a small-scale example of this scenario. The situation is difficult but the people are active with several initiatives to improve the situation.

This ICAF conference aims to reflect on the effects of the economic crisis and the responses that the social actors are offering. It also aims to promote an exchange of information about experiences among researchers from different disciplines and latitudes, industrial professionals - producers and restaurateurs -, institutions, associations and social networks. The aim is to consider food responses to the crisis and to expand the views of each other by offering already tested strategies from elsewhere and, in response, informing them on the Andalusían experience. That is the main objective of this International Conference, which calls international experts together from various food related disciplines, to make proposals of interest to society.  The following areas might be considered:
1. Economic crisis and changing eating habits.

2. Changes and continuity in food distribution networks, marketing and sales systems.

3. Genetic resources and food heritage.

4. Producers, consumers and social networks: strategies and innovation.
PARTNER INSTITUTIONS AND ASSOCIATIONS 

· ICAF (International Commission on the Anthropology of Food and Nutrition).

· University of Seville.

· Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity. SevillaySur Convivium.

· Ayuntamiento de Cazalla de la Sierra.

· Diputación Provincial de Sevilla.

· Asociación de Mujeres la Caracola (Cazalla de la Sierra).

· AECAC Asociación de Empresarios, Comerciantes y Autnónomos de Cazalla de la Sierra. 

· Aosociación Cultural José María Osuna.
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

· Aguilar Criado, Encarnación. Professor of Social Anthropology. University of Seville.

· Amaya Corchuelo, Santiago. Profesor Departamento de Antropología Social. Universidad de Cádiz.

· Avila, Ricardo. Head of the Mexican and Mesoamerican Research Department. University of Guadalajara (Mexico) and Chief of the journal, Estudios del Hombre (University of Guadalajara).

· Contreras, Jesus. Professor of Social Anthropology. University of Barcelona and Director of the Catalonian Food Observatory.

· De Garine, Igor. Directeur de Recherche au CNRS émérite and ICAF honorary member.

· Duhart, Frederic. Researcher at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes. Paris. Secretary General of ICAF.

· Esquinas, Joseph. Secretary of the FAO Sub-Committee on Ethics in Food and Agriculture and Secretary of the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.
· Felizón Robles, Paula. Investigadora G.I. TECUDE. Universidad de Sevilla.
· Fournier, Dominique. CNRS. France.

· Gonzalez Turmo, Isabel. Professor. University of Seville. Deputy Chair of ICAF (International).

· Macbeth, Helen. Oxford Brookes University. President of ICAF (International)

· Medina, Xavier. Director of the Food Systems, Culture and Society Department. Open University of Catalonia (UOC). Chair of ICAF (Europe).

· Schievenhövel, Wulf. Director of Human Ethology Group, Max Planck Institute. Germany.
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